
BY-LAWS OF 

R.A..1"{CH SOUTH SUBDIVISION 

OWNERS ASSOCIATION. INC. 

1. NAME Qf J\·1ASJEB AS.'iQCTA'.IJQN. The name of this Corporation shall be Sonoma 
Ranch South Subdivision Owners Association, foe. i and shall be refeued to herein as the "Master 
Association ... 

2. MASTER ASSOCIATION IS NONPRQEII. The Master Association has been fanned 
pursuant to the New Mexico Non-Profit Corporation Act. 

3. SPF.:CTFTC PURPOSE. The specific and primary purposes of this Master Association 
shall be to repair, maintain and manage the Maintenance Areas within the Sonoma Ranch South 

roaster planned community, including all subdivisions within Sonoma Ranch South SUbdivision, 
located in the City of Las Cruces, Dona Ana County, State of New Mexico, to enforce me 
Declaration of Protective Covenants and the Rules adopted by the Board of Directors, from time

to-time, and to otherwise enhance and promote the use and enjoyment of the lVfaintcnance Areas 

by the Owners in common . 
... :.;;:;. 

4. means all of the Declaration .of Protective Covenants 

filed and to be filed for each subdivision within Sonoma Ranch South Subdivision. The first 
Declaration filed is chat applicable to Cave Creek; Phase I, and is recorded at Book }q , 
pages32.2. -3.25.." in the County Clerk's office, Dona Ana Ccuncy, New 1v£exico. 

5. MEEilli _GS. The Owners shall hold meetings .as follows: 

a. Lot owners in every subdivision (existing and to be created) within Sonoma 
Ranch South Subdivision are owners for purpose -s of these By-Laws. 

b _ No 0-Ymers' meeting shall be held until such time as the members of Sonoma 
Ranch Subdivision Ltd., Co., the Develc per of Sonoma Ranch South Subdivision, state ln writing 

to all lot owners that control shall pass to the lot owners. The first meeting shall be called by tl1e 
said members and be held at a pface in Las Cruces, New Mexico, or in the subdivision > designated 

by the members. 

c. The /\D.nual Owners> Meeting shall be held on the !51 Thursday of November 

of each year for the purpose of electing Directors and transacting any other business authorized 
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BY·LA \VS OF SONOMA RANCH SOUTH $UBDMSION OWNERS ASSOC!AT!ON, tNC. 

to be transacted by the Owners, If rhat day is a legal holiday. the meeting shall be held at the same 
hour on the next day which is not a legal holiday . 

d. Special Owners' Meeting shall be held whenever called by the President of 

Vice President or a majority of the Board of Directors, and must be called by such officers upon 
receipt of a written request from one-third of the lot owners. 

e. Notice of all Owners' meetings stating the time and place and the object for 

which the meeting is called shall be given by the President, Vice President or Secretary unless 
waived in writing. Such notice shall be in writing to each lot owner at his or her address as it 

appears on the records of the Association a.1d shall be mailed not less than ten nor more than sixty 
days prior to the date of the meeting. Proof of such mailing shall be the cenificate of the person 
giving the notice. Notice of meeting may be waived before or after meetings. 

f. The Owner of each lot shall be entitled w cast one vote. If there are 
multiple owners of one lot, and they are unable to agree upon the casting of one vote, no vote shall 

be counted for that lot . 

g. A quorum at lot owners' meetings shall consist of persons entitled to cast 

twenty percent (203) of the votes. The owner of each lot is entitled to one vote. If any meeting 
of the Owners camot be organized because a quorum bas not attende d, the Owners who are 
present either in person or by proxy, may adjourn the meeting for at least ten days and adequate 

not ice of the new date shall be given as described in subparagraph (d) of this section 5. At a 

subsequent re-scheduled meeting, a quorum shall consist of ten percent .(103). 

If a lot is owned by one person, llis right to vote shall be established by the record title to 

his lot. If a lot is owned hy more than one person, tbe perso n entitled to cast the vote for that lot 
shall be designated by a certificate signed by all of the record owners of that lot and filed with the 
Secretary of the Board of Directors. If a lot is owned by a partnership or coi:poration, tl1e person 

entitled to cast the vote for the lot shall be designated by a certificate of appointment signed by the 
President or Vke Presider..t and attested by the Secretary or Assistant Secretary of the corporation 
and filed with the Secretarv of the Board of Directors. Such certificates shall be valid until . . 
revoked, or until superceded by a subsequent certificate, or until a change in the record ownership 

of the lot concerned . A certificate designating tl1e person entitled to cast the vote of a lot may be 

revoked by any Own.er thereof. 
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h. Votes may be ca.st in person or by proxy. Owners may, by written proxy, 
authorize others to cost votes on their behalf. A '1lritten proxy shal l ·be limited to six 

Proxies should be filed with the Secretary. Owners who have given proxies shall be 

counted for purposes of a quorum. 

i. Until the developer of Sonoma Ranch South Subdivision, hereinafter lithe 
Developer ," has completed and sold all of the lots in the subdivisions, or until the Developer elects 
to terminate its control of the subdivision, whichever shall first occur, there shall be no meering 

of the owners of Lhe lots unless a meeting is called by the Developer. 

6. ,l2lRECTORS. The affairs of the association shall be managed by a Board of 

Directors as follows: 

a. The Board shall consist of not less than three Directors, the exact number 

(which sha11 be an odd number) to be determined by the lot Ovroers at the time of electfon of the 
Directors. The original Board of Directors shall consi.st of three, as follows: David l'vl. Sreinborn, 
George B. Rawson, and Dale A. SchueUer. Directors, other than the original Board of Directors, 
shall be lot owners. The original Board shall serve at no pay. 

b. Elec tion of Directors shall be conducted at the Annual Meeting of the 
Owners, Nominations for Directors shall be made from the floor. The election shall be by ballot 

(unless dispensed with by unanimous consent) and by a plurality of the votes cast, each person 
voting being entitled to cast his/her votes for each of as many nominees as there are vacancies to 

be filled. There shall be no cumula tive voting. 

c. Except as to vacancies provided by removal of Directors by Owners, 

vacancies in the Board of Directors occurring between annual meetings of Owners shall be filled 

by the remaining Directors. 

d. Any Director may be removed by a two-thirds {%) majority vote of the 
Owners at a Special Meeting of the Owners called for that purpose . The vacancy in the Board of 

Directors so c.reated shall be filled by the Owners at the same meeting . 

e. Until the Developer has completed and sold an of the lots in the 
subdivisions, or umil me Developer elects to terminate its control of the O\•mers Association, 
whichever shall first occur, the original Directors above-named shall serve, and in the event of 
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vacancies the remaining Directors shall fill tbe vacancies, and if there are no remaining Directors 

the vacancies shall be filled by the Developer. Thereafter, each Dir1ector shall be elected for a 

term of three (3) years except that the first Board of Directors elected thereafter shall consist of 

one-third (1/a) ot tlle Directors whose terms expire in one (l) year1 one-third(%) of the Directors 

whose tenns expire in t\.vO (2) years, and one-third (1/2) of the Directors whose tenns expire in 
three (3) years. 

f. Nornithscandi.ng the foregoing, each Director shall serve until his successor 
is duly elected or appointed and qualified, or until he resigns or is removed in the manner 

elsewhere herein provided . 

7. . DIRECTOJi.S' MEETINGS. The Directors shall hold mrctings as follows : 

a. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors may be held a-c such times and 
place.s as shall be determined, from time-to-time, by a major ity of the Directors . Notice of regular 

meetings shall be given to each Director, personally or by mail, telephone or othen.1,·i.se at least 

three {3) days prior to the date named for such meeting. 

b. Special Meetings of the Directors may be called by the President and must 
be called by the Secrerary at the written request of any Directo r . Notice of the meeting shall be 
given personally or by mail, telephone or otherwise, at leasr three (3) days prior to the date named 

for such meeting, and shall state the time, pl.ace and purpose of the meeting. 

c. Any Director may \Vaive notice of a meeting before or after the meeting and 

such waiver shall be deemed equivalent to the giving of notice. 

d. A quorum at Directors' meetings shall consist of a majority of the entire 
Board of Directors. The acts .approved by a majority of those present at a meeting at which a 
quorum is present sl1all constimte the acts of the Board of Direccors, except where approva l by a 
greater number of Directors is required by the Dedaratlon or these If at any meeting 
of the Board of Directors less than a quorum is present. the majority of those present may adjourn 

from time*to-t.ime until a quorum is present. The j oinder of a Director in the action of a meet ing 

by signing and concurring in the Minutes thereof shall comtilute the presence of such Director for 

the purpose of determining a quorum. 



i:!Y·LAWS OF SONOl'>·IA RANCH SOUTfLSIJfIDLVI$lON OWNERSASSOCJA'l 'lON, INC. 

8. PO\!liARS AND DillLES OF THE BOARD O_F DIRF.CTORS. AH of the powers and cluries 
of the Owners existing under the Declaration and these shall be exercised exclusively by 

the Board of Directors, Hs agents, contractors, or employees, subject only to approval by the 
Owners when such approval is specifically required. 

9. OFFICERS. The executive officers of the lot Owners shall be: 

a. The President , who shall be a director; a Vice President, who .shall also 110ld 

the office of assistant secretary and who shaJJ be a director; a Secretary, who shall be a Director, 

and a Treasurer, who shall be a Direcror > ail of whom shall be elected a..11.Il.ually by the Owners at 
their annual meeting and who may be removed by vote of a majority o·f the votes of the Owners 
at any meeting called for such purpose. The Board of Dirr:'Ctors may, from elect 

other officers to exercise such powers and duties as the Board may find necessary to manage the 
affairs of the Association. No compensation of officers shall be paid, unless a decision to pay 

compensation js made by majority vote of the lot Owners. 

b. The President shaU be the chief executive officer of the Im owners and of 

the Board of Directors, Heishe shall have all of the powers and duties which are usu ally vested 

in the office of President, including, but not limited to, the power to appoim committees from 
among the lot Owners from time-to-time, as he/she may in his/her discretion deem appropriate ta 
assist in the conduct of tlle affairs of the Association. 

c. The Vice Pres1dent and Assistant Secretary shall, in the absence or disability 

oI the President, notify the owners and perform the duties of the President and, in the absence or 

disab ility of the Secretary, exercise and perform the duties of the Secretary. He shall also 

gencraUy assist the President and exercise such other powers and perform such other duties M 
shall be prescribed by the Directors. 

d. The Secremry shall keep the Minutes of all proceedings of the Directors and 
of the Owners. He/she shall attend to the giving, mailing and s-erving of all notices to the Owners 

and Directors and other notices required by law. He/she shall keep the records of the Owners and 

the Board of Directors, except those of the Treasurer, and shall perform all other dut ies incident 

to the office of Secretary and as may be required by the Directors or the President. 

e. The Treasurer shall have custody of all property of the Owners' Association, 
includ ing funds, securities and evidence of indebtedness . He/she shall keep the books of the 
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Owners 1 Association in accordance with goocl accounting practices and .shall perform an ocher 
duties inciden t to the office of Treasurer. 

f. Any person may hold more than one office, except that, in all events, the 
PTesident and Secre tary shall be two different individuals . 

10. ACC01JNTING. The funds and expenditures of the Association shall be credited and 
charged to accounts under the following classificat ions as shall be appropriate, all of •Vhic.h 

expendin1res shal1 be common maintenance expenses: 

a. "Current expenses'' \Xlhich shall include all funds and expenditures to be 

made witlrin the fiscal yecir for which tbe funds are b:udeeted, includiPg a reasonable ;:illowancc 
for contingencies and working funds, except expenditures chargeable to reserves, to additional 
improvements or to operadons. 111e balance in this fund at the end of each fiscal year shall be 

applied to reduce the assessments for current expenses for the succeeding year . 

b. "Reserve for deferred maintenance and replacement,'' wh1ch shall include 
funds for maintenance items which occur less frequently Chan annually, and funds for repair or 
replacement required because of damage, depreciation or obsolescence . 

c. 11Capital Additions and Improvements," which shall include the funds to be 

used for capital expenditures for additional improvements. 

11. EXPENDITURES. 

a. BUDGETS. As soon as insurance rates, utility rares and other expenses can 
be dete1mined for each fiscal year, the Board of Directors shall adopt a budget for that fiscal year 

which shall include the estimated funds required to defray common expenses and funds for the 

accounts listed in Paragraph 10 of these By-Laws. Copies of the budget and proposed assessments 

shall be transmitted to each lot Owner as soon as practicable. If the budget is subsequently 

amended, a copy of the amended budget shall be furnished to each lot Owner. 

b. LIMITS. No expendirure for .any capital addition or improvement having a 
total cost in excess of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) shall be made without the prior approval 

of seventy -five percent (75 %) of the lot Owners in attendance at a membe rship meeting. general 
or special, where a quorum is present. Said approval may also be given in writing. 
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c. NONPROFlT PURPOSE. No Director, officer, member or employee of the 

Owners' Association, or .any other private individual, shall receive at any time, any of rhe earnings 

or funds of the Owners' Assoc iation; provided that this s}1aU not prevent the payment to anv such 
• J 

person of reasonable compensation for services rendered, and no such person shali be entitled to 
sha::-e in the distribution of any of the O\vners' Association assets upon the disso lution of the 

Owners' Association. At disso.lution, excess assessments may be re-funded to the lot Owners, ancl 
all other assets sbaH be transferred ·exclusively to charitable, religious. scientific, or educational 
institut ions which would Chen qualify under the provisions of Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code as il now exist'i; or as amended hereafter. 

12. AssESS!VffiNTS. Assessments shall be made as fol1ows: 

a. Assessments against each lot Owner for his share of the budge t shall be 

made on or before January znd of the year for which the assessmem is made . Such assessment 
shall be due and payable in one increment_ The Board of Directors shall have the power to 

increase or decrease such assessment during the fiscal year for which the asses sment is made as 

expenses may require. If an annual assessmem is not made as required, an assessment shall be 

presumed to have been made in the amount of the last preceding annual assessment If the annua l 

'------' assessment proves to be insufficient, the budget and assessments may be amended at any time by 
the Board of Directors. If the budget and assessment is increased during a fiscal year, the amoum 
of the increase shall be paid in full within forty-five (45) days of notification of the amended 

assessment. Increases in excess of fifteen percent (15 % ) shall be made only by the Owners, by 

majority vote at a special meeting called for that purpose. 

b. The depository of the Owners shall be such ban.k or banks as shal1 be 

designated from time-to-time by the Directors. Withdrawal of monies from such accounts shall 
be only by checks signed by such persons as are authorized by the Directors. 

c . Fidelity bonds may be required by the Board of Directo rs for all persons 

handling or responsible for funds of the lot Owners . Tbe amoun t of such bonds, if required, shall 

be determined by the Directors and the premiums on such bonds shall be paid by the Directors and 

shall be common expenses . 

13. Ai\·IEND;wE:'-lTS. These By-Laws may.be amended in the following manner: 
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a. Notice of {be subject matter of a proposed amendment shall be included ]n 
the notice of any Owners' meeting at which a proposed amendment is to be considered. 

b. A Resolution adopting a proposed amendment may be proposed by either 
the Board of Directors or by the Owners. Directors and Owners nor present in per.son or by proxy 
at the meeting considering tile amendment may express their approval or Jack thereof in writing, 
either before or after the meeting. All amendments must be approved by a majority of the votes 
of all the Owners . with the owner of each lot entitled to cast one vote, and the owners of multiple 
lots entitled to cast the number of notes equal to me number of lots owned .. 

c . No amendment shall discr iminate against any Owner, unless the so 

affected shall consent thereto in wriring. No amendment shall change the share in the common 
areas and facilities appurtenant to any lot (except as provided in the Declaration in ihe event of 
expanding the properry by adding additional land), nor increase the Owner's shall of the common 

expenses, nor change the voting rights or members (except as provided in the Declaration in the 
event of expansion of the property by addition additiona l real estate) or amend Section 11 (b) 

hereof, unless the record Owner of lot concerned and all record Owners of liens thereon shall join 

in the execution of the amendment. 

d. A copy of each amendment shall be certified by the President and Secretary 

as having been duly adopted and shall be effective only when recorded in the office of the County 

Clerk of Dona Ana County, New Mexico, and no modification ot" or amendment to these By-Laws 
shall be valid unless set forth in an amendment to the Declara tion and the amendrnent du ly 

recorded in the office of the County Clerk of Dona Ana County, New N.t:ex:ico. 

The foregoing are adopted as the By-Laws of the lot Owners and the Board of Directors 
of t11e Sonoma Ranch South Subdivision Owners) Association, by the undersigned sole Owner of 

all property within said subdivision and shall be attached to and recorded in the office of the 

County Clerk of Dofia Ana County. New Mexico. 

SON01\.1A RANCH SUBDIVISION LTD. 1 CO. 

(;"'\ (". 
)V\ 

n avict M. Steinborn, Member 

0 

Georg;: Rawson, Member 
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STATE OF NEW l\1EXICO ) 
) SS: 

COUNTY OF DONA ) 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 25 day of September, 1999, 

by David M. Steinbom, George B. Rawson, and Daie A. Sclmeller, members of Sonoma Ranch 

Subdivision Ltd ., Co., a New Mexico limited liabi lity company. 

,l(} Ll · , 
1 

/ I V v· · ( S \(;,_,/ - ..... - . . 
:: .. : __ \ • '.:- {J r. .. 1 ::,, : ;: · __ 

::. ·' - • , • ' . Notary Public .. ··- -. 
-. , .,.."'.:-. 

<" ;<· . . ' 
·- ·.--::- • • + · 

My Commission Expires: 

_u Q.Lw+ (v Q.occ· 
a 
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